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ABSTRACT 



This study examined the relationship of home and family, 
school behavior, peer relations, and self-concept with reading achievement 
among Head Start graduates. Participating in the study were 43 girls and 37 
boys ranging in age from 8 to 17 at the time of the study. Two groups were 
selected. The first group, identified as resilient, had average reading 
achievement scores on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) above the 75th 
percentile throughout their schooling. The second group had average ITBS 
reading achievement scores between the 25th and 50th percentiles. The ethnic 
breakdown of the participants was as follows: 40 Latinos, 10 European 
Americans, 26 African Americans, and 4 Native Americans. Data on home and 
family, school behavior, peer relationships, and self-concept were collected 
from interviews with the student and his or her caretaker and ratings 
completed by participant-nominated teachers. Findings indicated that reading 
proficiency was positively and significantly correlated with the following: 
generous psychological autonomy granting by parents as judged by parents and 
children; behaviors demonstrating harmonious relationships with peers and 
teachers, scholastic motivation, and emotional stability (as rated by 
teachers); and behavioral, global, and scholastic self-concept. Reading 
proficiency was negatively and significantly correlated with peers' classroom 
activities, homework engagement, and cooperation with classroom rules. There 
were no significant relations between reading achievement and classroom 
activities, homework engagement, cooperation, or antisocial behavior as rated 
by the target child and teachers combined. Both mother's and child's verbal 
ability were positively correlated with reading proficiency and grade point 
average. (Contains 12 references.) (KB) 
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Project Overview: Statement of the Problem 
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Project Overview: Objectives 
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of which have survived various statistical corrections for multiple tests 
and potential contamination from other explanatory variables. 



Project Overview: Operational Measure of Resilience 
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The criterion we chose to reflect "truly exceptional reading ability" 
was a consistent record of Reading Achievement scores on the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills (ITBS-R) above the 75%ile by national standards. 



Project Overview: Subject Population 
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Method: Procedures 
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Method: Measures 
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White (M) Black (M) Latino (M) White (F) Black (F) Latino (F) 

Figure 1 . Annual earnings of workers in the United States. Source : Bureau of the 
Census, "Educational Attainment in the United States: 1988 and March 1989," Current 
Population Reports . Series P-20, No. 451 (August 1991), pp. 671-78. 
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Reading Achievement x Aspects of Parenting 
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related to reading proficiency. 



Reading Achievement x Classroom Behavior 
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Reading Achievement x Engagement 

Target Children's Reports on Themselves and Teachers' Reports on Target Child 
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Reading Achievement x Engagement 

Target Children's Reports of Their Peers 
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Reading Achievement x Self-Concept 
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Table 6 . Reading achievement correlated with aspects of self-concept. Career-long reading 
achievement was significantly associated with all aspects self-concept except social relations. 
Understandably, the strongest correlation was with scholastic self-concept. 



Reading Achievement x Verbal Ability 
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Grade Point Average x Verbal Ability 

Mother's and Child's 
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Individual's Verbal Ability 

Figure 3 . Grade point average correlated with child's and mother's verbal ability. 

Both mother's and child's verbal ability were relatively equal in their relation to child's 
grade point average. Again, child's and mother's verbal ability were positively correlated 
(r=.310, p<. 05). 
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Both mother's and child's verbal ability were positively correlated with 
reading proficiency and grade point average. 



Conclusions 
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more freedom in gaining experience both scholastically and in 
general. 



Limitations and Questions for Further Research 
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belief in an individual's potential; teachers may be more sensitive to 
this subtlety. 
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